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Letters to the Editors 





Three Lessons from the ‘Institutes’ 





Calvin vs. “Selma” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


From the Nov. 23 issue of THE OUTLOOK 
I learn with great sympathy and regret 
that the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
is facing again the problem of dissidence. 
If these “parties” are unwilling to accept 
the advice of the Master (Matthew 7:1), 
perhaps they may be persuaded to hear 
from one of his great servants—John 
Calvin. 

In his Institutes, Calvin treats of a 
similar situation. What he says in Book 
IV, Chapter I, XII-XVI makes plain at 
least three points respecting the matter at 
issue: first, there are regularly appointed 
means within the government of the church 
by which differences within the body of 
the church may be settled decently and 
in order, instead of by personal rancor; 
secondly, that these parties fail to under- 
stand the spiritual nature of the church 
in that they seek perfection in all its 
members which the Lord himself did not; 
and finally, “For there have always been 
persons, who, from a false notion of per- 
fect sanctity—despised the society of all 
men in whom they could discover any 
remains of human infirmity,” and again, 
“Those, therefore, who are most daring 
in promoting separation from the church, 
and act, as it were, as standard-bearers in 
the revolt, have in general no other mo- 
tive than to make an ostentatious display 
of their own superior excellence, and their 
contempt of others.” 

May it not be that through this experi- 
ence the Lord is calling us all humbly to 
confess our infirmities and to seek mutual 
love and consideration which alone will 
convince the world that Jesus Christ has 
been sent of God for the salvation of all 
mankind? 

Joun R. Woopcock. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


In Response 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your November 23rd was an excellent 
issue. ... It gives a complete answer to 
the false and ridiculous charges against 
Dr. Thompson. Our church would be a 
wonderful one if every member of it were 
as sound in the faith and as true to Christ 
as Dr. Thompson is. 

The real reason for all this attack is 
that some people can’t stand real good- 
ness—such as Dr. Thompson exhibits in 
his life and writings. 

More power to Tue OvTLooK is my 
prayer and wish. 

MARION J. MURRAY. 
Sanford, N. C. 


. Those of us who know and love 
Dr. Thompson are indeed sad at the 
ridiculously absurd charges being made 
against him.... 
Davin R. FREEMAN, 
Talladega, Ala. 





I am eager to have extra copies. ... Dr. 
Thompson is a splendid example for us 
all. He has meant so very much to me 
in his books and especially in his wonder- 
ful Sunday school lesson which I use all 
of the time. In our church it seems that 
those under attack are those who are try- 
ing to reach above our lagging “respect- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid 
Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week 
MILTON 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


able” Christians. It is wonderful to see 
those fine ministers of our church as they 
rise to real Christianity. Thanks for your 
help. 

Ottve W. (Mrs. H.C.) CoLirns. 
Montgomery, Ala. 





Send 50 copies of the Nov. 23 issue.... 
Let me thank you for the splendid service 
you are rendering in making available 
complete information as an answer to the 
deplorable, irresponsible publication of 
Presbyterian Laymen, Inc. 


ROLAND W. RAINWATER. 
Gallatin, Tenn. 





Why dignify the Selma attack by even 
recognizing it, much less wasting space 
in THE OUTLOOK answering it? 

The church has given its answer nu- 
merous times to all the detractors of this 
Christian statesman, with the final state- 
ment in Atlanta last April. He needs no 
defense. The lives and work and testi- 
mony of hundreds of ministers who have 
sat at his feet are giving daily answers 
to these vociferous few who would gain 
recognition by loud repetition of already 
answered charges. 

To many of us the rehashing of repu- 
diated accusations is past the stage where 
it is easy to remain tolerant. It has be- 
come disgusting. Answering them won’t 
silence Dr. Thompson’s traducers, so let’s 
try burying them by ignoring them for 
the next quarter of a century. 

JOHN LARGENT. 
Tampa, Fla. 





... 100 copies. .. . Thank you for deal- 
ing with this attack. 
ALABAMA, 





Others said it like this: 
COLUMBIA, S. C.—100 copies. 
WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.—100 copies. 
AUBURN, ALA.—100 copies., etc., etc. 


NOTE—Extra copies of the Nov. 23 issue 
are offered—while the supply lasts—at $10 
per 100; 50 for $5; 20 for $2; 7 for $1 


(minimum). 


No Misoneist 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

..- Your November 23 issue stirred me. 
Besides approving of your fights along 
other lines, I think of that word “misone- 
ism (OUTLOOK, Nov. 23, pages 1 and 2). 
It ought to be in everyone’s vocabulary 
for we all should be against it. I can 
find it in only two of my less than un- 
abridged dictionaries. 


I recommend that you talk about that 
word all you can, in justice to other ob- 
ligations; that you teach people how to 
pronounce it, dividing it into syllables and 
putting the accented syllable in capitals 
(mis-o-NE-ism). I see in one dictionary 
that “misoneist” is an accepted word 
ore 

R. PAUL MONTGOMERY. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Grace-Full 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

... We here at Grace Covenant are very 
grateful for the wonderful publicity you 
have given our church and especially our 


Grace-Full Years Club (Dr. Foreman, Ovut- 
LOOK, Oct. 26). 

PAUL F. WARREN. 
Asheville, N. C. 


Graham for President? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Now more than ever before we need 
strong leadership in our country. We also 
need the right kind of leadership. We 
have such a leader in Billy Graham. Our 
country has got to have a housecleaning 
and we need someone with the courage 
and faith to do the job.... 

Many people may not agree that a reli- 
gious leader should be in politics but if 
there wag ever a time in the history of 
our country that religious influence is 
needed, it is now.... 

With such a man as President we would 
have everything to gain and nothing to 
lose. His election would show the world 
that we are truly a nation dedicated to 
the cause of peace and freedom for all 
men. 

Mrs. JOHN W. THEDICK,. 
Lumberton, N. C. 


No Failures 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In reply to your “Am I a Failure in the 
Ministry?” (OvTLOOK, Oct. 5), I submit the 
following reply. I do not think this man, 
or any man is a failure in the ministry. 
I remember Amos—who thundered wrath 
upon God’s people in a time when they 
deserved it. I remember Jeremiah—who 
stood in the midst of a terrifying genera- 
tion—who never won one person to the 
Lord. I remember Stephen—stoned to 
death by a mob, and in that mob, some 
Christians must have lurked. I remember 
Paul and how he was taunted and jailed 
for Christ’s sake. You, too, do you re- 
member all of these—but more than them 
—Do you remember Jesus? He didn’t 
even have “215 members” in his “church” 
then; he certainly was never the modera- 
tor of his presbytery, synod, or General 
Assembly. Although he had prayer meet- 
ings with his people, he moved about in 
the course of three years to more pas- 
torates than you and I. Was his pulpit 
manner correct? Did he change all the 
hearts of the people around him? To 
the contemporary world, Jesus Christ was 
a failure. But to those who knew him 
and believed in him, he was victorious. 
No, Reverend Sir, you are not a failure 
in the ministry any more than our Savior 
was. It’s just that hearts must still be 
moved by the Holy Ghost—transformed 
and redeemed—yes, still today. 

THOMAS PROSSER. 
Farrell, Penna. 


Livingstone 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The Presbyterians of Hampton, Ports- 
mouth and Norfolk, Va., give a high rating 
for the remarkable sound motion picture 
in color—Footsteps of Livingstone. It 
was greatly enjoyed at the recent World 
Mission Conference jin tidewater Virginia. 

The picture features two of our well- 
known missionaries, William H. Crane 
and Dr. Mark Poole, our “Flying Doctor.” 
Luluabourg appears frequently in large 
letters on the boxes of Bibles. 

The American Bible Society is the pro- 
ducer and distributor of the film with a 
$4 service fee. 

FRANK A, BRown. 
Norfolk, Va. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








e THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
said recently in London that a doctor has 
the right not to let a patient know he is 
dying if he thinks this will encourage the 
patient’s “will to live.”. . . e SIXTEEN 
STATES have established specialized agen- 
cies empowered to administer and en- 
force laws prohibiting discrimination 
based on race, religion and national ori- 
gin, according to the American Jewish 
Congress. For the first time, it said, the 
majority of Americans live in states with 
enforceable laws barring racial and reli- 
gious discrimination. ... e THE FIRST 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL in Quaker history 
may be established at Earlham College 
(Ind.). College trustees are expected to 
consider the possibility early in 1960... . 
e THE MeEtHopIstT Boarp OF TEMPER- 
ANCE has released a new 10-minute color 
cartoon movie for teen-age drivers entitled 
“Stop Driving Us Crazy.”. . . e Ox10’s 
FIRST statewide consultation of religious 
educators on sex education attracted some 
135 persons in Dayton for a day-long 
program of addresses and workshops. . . . 
e CREATION OF A 12-member commission 
of church leaders to study “the moral and 
theological problems involved in the re- 
lation of the Christian to new aspects of 
modern war” is being recommended by 
the Methodist Board of World Peace... . 
e THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS 
Boarp has dismissed a request by Nash- 
ville Teamsters Local 327 to hold a rep- 
resentation election among a group of 
Baptist Sunday School Board employees 
in that city... . e THe NATIONAL Coun- 
ci of the Union of Catholic Mothers has 
protested against the inclusion of ad- 
vertisements of contraceptives in the Lon- 
don edition of the Reader’s Digest... . 
e THE NEXT World Institute on Chris- 
tian Education will be held in or near 
Belfast, Ireland, in July, 1962, accord- 
ing to an announcement of the World 
Council of Christian Education North 
American Committee. ... e A STUDY OF 
the relation of religion to the ill indi- 
vidual, with special emphasis on heart 
and cancer patients will be undertaken at 
the Institute of Religion in the Texas 
Medical Center in Houston as a result 
of a $10,000 grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation. .. . e A UNITARIAN group 
has taken strong exception to the elimina- 
tion of references to Jesus in the constitu- 
tion of the Unitarian-Universalist merger. 


Koreans Reject Move 
Toward Reconciliation 


SEOUL (RNS)—A large minority group 
which drove a wedge in the unity of the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea by walk- 
ing out of its 44th General Assembly last 
September (OuTLOOK, Oct. 19, Nov. 30) 
has widened the split by holding its own 
Assembly, electing a moderator and re- 
jecting a reconciliation proposal framed 
by U.S. and Australian Presbyterian mis- 
sion officials. 

In other actions the so-called National 
Association of Evangelical party seized 
the church’s large seminary here and 
divided two of the country’s largest pres- 
byteries, those of Seoul and Taegu. 


Efforts Continue 


Meanwhile, negotiators expressed hopes 
for organizing new mediation moves to 
achieve reconciliation. 

As the largest Christian body in Ko- 
rea, the denomination has some 550,000 
members in about 15 presbyteries. 


The peace plan was proposed by a 
task force comprising a dozen mission- 
aries of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, and 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia. It 
provided compromises on key issues in 
the dispute and practical steps for re- 
integrating units and functions of the 
Korean Church. 

One of the compromise proposals 
called for reunion of the two groups “on 
the basis of severing all relations with 
the World Council of Churches for three 
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years, after which the matter shall be 
voted on by the (re-constituted) General 
Assembly.” The NAE party, which has 
no affiliation with the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals in the U.S., had 
urged that the Assembly withdraw from 
the WCC and had characterized oppo- 
nents as the “Ecumenical” Party. 
Elected moderator by NAE partisans 
was Yang Hwa Suk, former Assembly 
vice-moderator before the split. After the 
Korean church’s 1959 General Assembly 
was forced to adjourn by the NAE walk- 
out at Taejon, the “Ecumenical” dele- 
gates moved and reopened the meeting in 
Seoul and elected as moderator a 74- 





Asian Higher Education 
Board Spends $1,415,093 


New York (RNS)—Expenditures by 
the United Board of Christian Higher 
Education in Asia totaled $1,415,093 
during the 1958-59 fiscal year, the agency 
reported here. 

Major assistance was given to Tung- 
hai University at Taichung, Taiwan; 
Chung Chi College, Hong Kong; Yon- 
sei University, Seoul, Korea; and Silli- 
man University at Dumaguete City the 
Philippines, the report said. 

Aid also was extended to Indonesia 
Christian University at Djakarta and 
Christian Teacher Training College, 
Salatiga, also in Indonesia. 

In addition, the board provided 20 
scholarships for Chinese students at In- 
ternational Christian University in Ja- 
pan and assisted foreign students in the 
US. 

Henry P. Van Dusen, president of the 
board and of Union Theological Sem- 
inary, New York, emphasized that edu- 
cation is one of America’s most impor- 
tant contributions overseas. 

“The light generated by liberal educa- 
tion in Asia will not be put out,” he 
said. “Its enlightening influence will be 
felt long after our foreign aid, our mili- 
tary and even our technical assistance 
have had their day.” 

The United Board channels aid for 
Christian higher education from 15 Prot- 
estant mission boards, alumni groups of 
four U.S. colleges, and foundations, cor- 
porations and individuals. 








year-old pastor from Kunsan, Chang Koo 
Yi. 
Seminary Situation 

The seminary at Seoul has had the 
reputation of being the largest Presby- 
terian theological school in the world. 
Overlooking the Korean capital from 
South Mountain, the seminary is situ- 
ated on government property, which was 
granted for temporary use of the school 
and other institutions whose facilities 
were destroyed in the Korean War. 

Seminary officials had tried unsuccess- 
fully to obtain government approval for 
purchase of a part of the property as a 
permaenent site. While the president, 
students and all but one faculty mem- 
ber were in the process of moving to new 
temporary quarters, NAE representatives 
appeared and took physical possession of 
the school’s furniture and records as well 


as the buildings. The “Ecumenical” 
seminary group is currently located at 
the Taikwang Academy, another Pres- 
byterian institution in Seoul. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Following his trip 
to Korea to fan the flames of division 
(OuTLooK, Nov. 23), Schismatic Carl 
McIntire returned to his 62-station daily 
radio broadcast in this country and Can- 
ada to express the wish that what is 
happening in Korea could be duplicated 
in the U. S. A. McIntire’s own “Bible” 
Presbyterians, hit by schism over Mc- 
Intire policies, have left him with a 
minority group centering in his own 
congregation. 

Dispatches indicate that of the 400- 
student seminary, 80 are continuing with 
the “loyal” group, 40 with the (NAE) 
dissidents, and the rest are going no- 
where. 


PROTESTANT LEADERS ASK COUNCIL 
TO SPEAK ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


GENEVA (RNS)—Officials of the World 
Council of Churches and nine other in- 
ternational Protestant bodies, in a state- 
ment issued here, expressed hope that 
the Ecumenical Council summoned by 
Pope John XXIII would “speak clearly 
on the question of religious liberty.” 
They said this is “highly important 
for the sake of improving inter-church 
relations.” 

Drafted at a two-day meeting held in 
Geneva at the invitation of Carl E. Lund- 
Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, the statement urged 
that meanwhile “all who have occasion 
to express opinions of the non-Roman 
churches” about the forthcoming meeting 
of the Catholic bishops that is to be 
known as the Second Vatican Council, 
should underline the importance of the 
matter of religious freedom. 


Representative Group 

Represented at the meeting, in addition 
to the World Council of Churches and 
the LWF, were the World Presbyterian 
Alliance, the World Methodist Council, 
the Church of England’s Council of 
Inter-Church Relations, the Baptist 
World Alliance, the International Con- 
gregational Council, the World Conven- 
tion of Churches of Christ, the Pente- 
costal World Conference, and the Friends 
(Quaker) World Committee for Consul- 
tation. 


Most of the Protestant bodies have 
protested in recent years against the al- 
leged mistreatment of Protestants in Co- 
lombia, Spain, Italy and other predom- 
inantly Catholic countries. The World 
Council of Churches is currently engaged 
in a study of religious liberty, including 
the situation of Protestants in largely 
Catholic countries. 


Protestant leaders meanwhile have 


noted what they regard as differing opin- 
ions among Catholic theologians regard- 
ing whether “error should have the same 
right as truth,” in other words, whether 
Protestants should have full rights to 
worship and propagate their faith in the 
so-called Catholic countries. 


Confidence in CCIA 


Also adopted at the meeting was a 
statement expressing confidence in the 
Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, on be- 
half of most of the denominations repre- 
sented in the CCIA. 

The statement was adopted after the 
meeting had heard a report from O. Fred- 
erick Nolde of Philadelphia, Pa., direc- 
tor of the CCIA. 


Separate Approaches Hinder 


It not only voiced faith in the com- 
mission as the denominations’ represen- 
tative in contacts with the United Nations 
and other inter-governmental agencies, 
but hinted at the undesirability of sep- 
arate approaches to these bodies by the 
various ecclesiastical groups. 


“It was generally agreed among the 
participants,” the statement said, “that 
the commission shall be considered as 
the main channel for voicing the convic- 
tions of the constituency of the churches 
participating in the World Council of 
Churches.” 


It said the commission acts “both by 
stimulating the growth of political un- 
derstanding and Christian conviction 
about international issues in their church- 
es and by presenting and interpreting the 
concerns of the commission to their con- 
stituencies.”’ 


SPOTLIGHT 





The 75th anniversary of Presbyterian 
missionary endeavors in Korea and the 
100th anniversary of the birth of Horace 
Grant Underwood, first Presbyterian mis- 
sionary to Korea, were celebrated at the 
Lafayette Avenue church of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., recently. John T. Underwood of 
Korea and James H. Underwood of Oak- 
field, N. Y., third generation members 
of the family, participated in the service, 
along with distinguished Koreans includ- 
ing the Korean ambassador to the US. 


Central church, Atlanta, Ga., located 
opposite the State Capitol, has purchased 
the adjoining property of the Central 
Baptist Church for $200,000. Future use 
of this property will be included in long- 
range plans being made by this down- 
town church. 


The second quadrennial Senior High 
youth convention for the Synod of Ala- 
bama is scheduled for Dec. 28-30 at 
Birmingham-Southern College when more 
than 400 young people are expected to 
attend. 


The Texas Presbyterian, monthly pub- 
lication of the Synod of Texas, U. S., 
won first place among trade and associa- 
tion papers in a contest sponsored by the 
Southwest Conference of Industrial Edi- 
tors. 





South Texas Presbytery is planning to 
establish several small homes for the 
aging at various locations within its 
bounds. Planning and the solicitation of 
funds will get underway soon. 


The men of Brazos Presbytery (Tex- 
as) collected and shipped drugs valued 
at $44,518 to mission hospitals and 
clinics during the past year. Since these 
supplies were contributed by doctors and 
drug houses the out-of-pocket cost was 
only $320. 


The congregation of Memorial church 
of West Monroe, La., has led in the or- 
ganization of the new Highland church 
in that city, dismissing 113 members to 
it. The six-year-old Memorial church 
has provided approximately $85,000 for 
the establishment of this new work. 


Under the leadership of the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia, its 115 congregations 
are setting up congregational committees 
to cooperate with neighborhood groups 
and the city’s Youth Conservation Com- 
mission on juvenile delinquency prob- 
lems. These churches and 80 other Pres- 
byterian churches in Bucks, Montgomery 
and Delaware Counties also have been 
called upon to “survey needs and condi- 
tions in their own communities” and to 
try to meet them with some type of “serv- 
ice program.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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A Christmas Meditation 


CHRISTMAS IN A TIME OF FEAR AND TENSION 


NLY AN AUTHOR with a flair 
for history would have begun the 
story of the Nativity as does Luke, the 
Greek scholar and physician: “And it 
came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed.” 
This sentence, ‘‘a decree from Caesar 
Augustus,” literally flings us into the 
heart of Roman history. Every high 
school student knows that Caesar Au- 
gustus had waded to the throne of the 
Roman Empire through a sea of blood. 
After the brutal assassination of Julius 
Caesar, a struggle for power broke out 
between three claimants to power—Lepi- 
dus, Mark Antony, and Octavius. Fi- 
nally, they settled their quarrel by form- 
ing a triumvirate and divided the Empire 
into three parts, each one of them ruling 
a section. The three conspirators then 
perpetrated one of the most ghastly 
crimes in history. In their greedy desire 
for wealth they drew up by common 
agreement a list of 300 senators and 
2,000 Roman knights. These proscribed 
persons were all assassinated and their 
property was confiscated. Later Octa- 
vius eliminated one of his rivals Lepidus. 
Five years thereafter he defeated the com- 
bined forces of Mark Antony and Cleo- 
patra. Thus in the year 30 B.C., Oc- 
tavius had become master of the whole 
Roman world. 


“Majestic” Caesar 


Disregarding his crimes the Roman 
senate gave to Octavius the honorable 
title of Augustus, that is, “venerable,” 
“majestic.” The senate also decreed that 
the sixth month of the Roman calendar 
should be known as Augustus, hence the 
month of August in our present-day 
reckoning. Then for forty-five years this 
man Caesar Augustus ruled with absolute 
power an empire that stretched from the 
Euphrates River in the east to the At- 
lantic Ocean in the west, and from the 
British Isles in the north to the cataracts 
of the Nile River in the south. 

According to Luke, the decree of Au- 
gustus proclaimed “that all the world 
should be taxed.” Here is a proud Ro- 
man boast—“orbis terrarum,” the circle 
of the earth. It was this “taxing,” or 
“census,” decreed by Augustus in the 
30th year of his reign that sent Joseph 
and Mary on a three-day journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem. In reality it was 
not the decree of Caesar Augustus that 
set in motion the events that led to the 
birth of Christ in Bethlehem. Rather, it 
was the decree of the Eternal God. High 





DR. BONNELL, an always-welcome contribu- 
tor to these columns, this year marked 25 
years as minister of the Fifth Avenue church, 
New York City. 


DECEMBER 14, 1959 


By JOHN S. BONNELL 


above the throne of the emperor who so 
proudly ruled amid the seven hills of 
Rome, was the throne of him who is 
King of kings and Lord of lords. This 
is how God’s decree reads: “But thou, 
Bethlehem, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose [goings forth | 
origin is from of old, from everlasting.” 
How strangely and wonderfully this 
prophecy was fulfilled in a cattle-shed 
behind the inn of Bethlehem. 


Unheralded 


In a History of Rome, for college stu- 
dents, by P. V. Myers, appears this sen- 
tence: “In the midst of the reign of 
Augustus, when profound peace pre- 
vailed throughout the civilized world, 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. 
The event was unheralded at Rome.” 
What a triumph of understatement: “The 
event was unheralded at Rome.” The 
event not only was unheralded but un- 
known at Rome. Caesar Augustus, strut- 
ting in his palace that night in the long 
ago, little dreamed that in an insignifi- 
cant outpost of his empire, and at the 
heart of a subject and despised race, an 
epoch of history was being enacted. 

How could Augustus know that a little 
child, born in poverty and obscurity, 
without the aid of pen or sword, would 
divide the history of mankind into seg- 
ments: before and after his birth? How 
could he know that three centuries after 
he had uttered his decree one of his suc- 
cessors to the throne of the empire would 
lower his proud eagles in deference to 
the Cross of Christ? In hoc signo 
vinces—“By this sign conquer.” 

Just as oblivious to these momentous 
happenings were the merchant princes 
feasting in the inn at Bethlehem, the 
Roman officers busily enrolling the peo- 
ple as they arrived in the city, and the 
stolid soldiery who made up the garrison. 
Once again God had hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent and revealed 
them unto babes, for yonder, where the 
lad David had often tended his father’s 
sheep, this holy mystery was revealed to 
a band of shepherds. 


The Magi 


Far off in the mystic east a little group 
of astrologers had been intently watch- 
ing the heavens. When a new star was 
discovered shining brightly in the west- 
ern sky, these Magi, or religious seers, 
believed that this was a portent of some 
great hapepning. It could scarecly be 
less than the birth of a king. So they 
set forth, perhaps from Babylonia, on 


their long quest to find the newborn babe. 

What was the reaction of the Magi 
when arriving at Bethlehem they found 
not the royal wealth and pomp and power 
they had anticipated, but a helpless little 
babe sleeping in a manger? Were they 
disappointed and disheartened? These 
reverent watchers of the sky heard a 
whisper in their souls that told them that 
this babe was worthy of their adoration 
and their most precious gifts. 


Martin Luther in a tender and beau- 
tiful poem sings the praises of the Beth- 
lehem babe: 

Our little Lord, we give Thee praise 

That Thou hast deigned to take our 

ways, 

Born of a maid—a man to be 

And all the angels sing to Thee. 


What the globe could not enwrap 
Nestled lies in Mary’s lap, 

Just a baby very wee 

Yet Lord of all the world is he. 


Changes Wrought 


What a change the centuries have 
wrought! All that remain of Caesar Au- 
gustus today are a few crumbling col- 
umns in the Roman Forum, and the 
rubble of what once had been lordly 
temples, with an occasional mention in 
Roman history texts—all pitful relics of 
a glory long departed. But the Babe of 
Bethlehem, unnoticed by and unknown 
to the great of the earth, crowded out 
of the inn at Bethlehem, born in sorrow 
and poverty, hated and hunted by Herod 
the King, is remembered and loved today 
by millions of men, women and children 
around the world. At the very mention 
of his name human hearts grow more 
tender everywhere. 


While Augustus was emperor universal 
peace brooded over that ancient world. 
For the first time in two hundred years 
the doors of the temple of Janus were 
closed, doors which always were kept 
open in times of war. But, it was the pax 
Romana, an enforced peace, like the 
peace of an internment camp where a 
gun is pointed at every man’s head. 


World Without Love 


The world before Christ was a world 
without love. In Rome the appetite of the 
people for the cruelties of the arena 
steadily increased. Caesar Augustus pan- 
dered to their cravings by providing bat- 
tles to the death between large bodies of 
gladiators. Here is how Augustus him- 
self describes these contests: “Three 
times in my own name, and five times 
in that of my sons or grandsons, I have 
given gladiatorial exhibitions in which 
about ten thousand men fought.” 


Although among Rome’s many altars 
there was one altar to pity standing at 








the heart of Rome, yet it served only to 
accentuate the prevailing inhumanity of 
man to man. The fate of helpless old 
age and unwanted childhood was ex- 
posure and death. There was not even 
one hospital or one orphanage or one place 
of refuge anywhere in the empire, or a 
single thought given to the unbefriended 
and the poor. Life for millions of people 
was only a long silent night relieved by 
the shuffling feet of those who stumbled 
in the dark. It was like the dream of 
a delirious patient who tosses on his bed 
of suffering and cries out, “Would to 
God it were morning.” 


Then a lone star shone in the Syrian 
sky, a star that betokened the coming of 
the dawn. Suddenly the darkness of that 
long night was riven by celestial light 
and the angel’s voice proclaimed, “Be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the City of 
David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.” 

Throughout our world today are count- 
less multitudes who are disheartened and 
disillusioned by the terrible contrast be- 
tween the song of the angels and the 
realities of the world we live in. Why 


sing Christmas carols or talk about 
angels, wise men from afar, and peace 
and goodwill, when in truth there is 
suspicion and hate, fear and tension 
between the nations, and the everpresent 
threat of atomic warfare? 


God Is not Dead 


This was the mood of many people 
in the United States in 1863 when this 
nation was riven asunder by its dreadful 
civil war. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
sat in his home at this time brooding on 
the thought of this fratricidal slaughter. 
Taking up his pen he began to write a 
poem on Christmas, a poem that portrays 
the processes of his thought: 


I heard the bells on Chirstmas day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet 

The words repeat, 
Of “Peace on earth, goodwill to men!” 


And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said. 
“For hate is strong 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!” 


Then pealed the bells more loud and 
deep; 
“God is not dead; nor doth he sleep! 
The wrong shal] fail, 
The right prevail, 
With peace on earth, goodwill to men!” 


This is the answer to the mood of pes- 
simism and despair. The Christmas story 
is eternally true: 

“God is not dead, nor will he sleep! 

The wrong shall fail, 
The right prevail.” 

The poet Longfellow on that Christ- 
mas day almost a century ago caught a 
vision of God’s sovereignty and his eter- 
nal purposes for his children. This truth 
was revealed to the shepherds, to the wise 
men and to Joseph and Mary on that first 
Christmas day long ago. 


To Be God’s World 


From his earliest years this vision was 
lodged in the heart of Jesus. It never 
grew dim. It was his dream of making 
this world God’s world, a world of 
brotherhood and justice and peace. 

O wonderful Babe of Bethlehem, little 
Boy of Nazareth, divine Christ of Cal- 
vary, come back from the long ago and 
kindle in our hears the vision you saw: 
that this world can yet be made God’s 
world, where all little children will be 
loved and protected, where every man 
will see in his fellows the features of a 
brother and a friend, a world where 
peace shall find a permanent home. 


God So Loved the World 


OD SO LOVED the world that he 

gave his Son—this is the central 
declaration of the church, the heart of 
the gospel proclamation. As we seek to 
grasp afresh the content of these words, 
it seems necessary, in the first instance, 
for us to realize that they inform us that 
to some extent the love of God is an 
exclusive love. He loved this world so 
much as to give his Son. This affirma- 
tion has peculiar validity at this time, 
when, with the advent of the Sputnik age 
and the wild rumors now abroad that 
travel to Mars is around the corner, many 
are asking what significance these de- 
velopments have for the Christian faith. 
How does the gospel faith fit into the 
new picture of the universe which is fast 
developing before our eyes? Does this 
mean that the unique character of the 
gospel is no longer tenable? There are 
many Christians who are honestly per- 
plexed by these matters. 


Space Age and Faith 

It may be good for us to remember 
that when, some centuries back, Coper- 
nicus first taught that the earth was not 
the physical center of the solar system, 
there were some who feared that this 
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teaching or discovery would threaten the 
Christian faith. However the church sur- 
vived the ordeal and the orthodox faith 
in the Christ of God remained unim- 
paired. The geocentric character of the 
faith remained unaltered. In our own 
times too we need to remember that 
whatever discoveries science might make, 
the geocentric character of the universe 
will be unchanged. The God who set 
the stars spinning in their courses is the 
same God who in love sent his Son to 
this planet of ours, to share our life and 
die our death. The gospel tells us of 
the unique concern of God, the Creator, 
for this world we inhabit. Because his 
Son was made Man, this world of ours 
has a unique place in the universe. 


At the same time, the new scientific 
discoveries serve to give still grander sig- 
nificance to the gospel teaching that the 
entire universe was made through the 
Christ of God, and that it coheres and 
has meaning only in its relationship to 
him. Every true scientific discovery dis- 
closes more truth concerning him. In un- 
ravelling the mystery of the stars we 
discover him, who is both the meaning 
of the stars and he in whom all created 
beings accomplish their destiny. 


For us, most of all, perhaps, is this 
gospel relevant because it assures us that 
though we may be, astronomically speak- 


ing, infinitestimally small, yet in rela- 
tion to the Creator we are of infinite 
value—he sent his Son to us that we 
might know him and love him and enjoy 
him forever. He who tells the number 
of the stars is also he who heals the 
broken, wounded, and maimed hearts of 
men—in Jesus Christ. 


An Inclusive Love 


The gospel tells us that God’s love for 
this world is an exclusive one in the sense 
that this world is uniquely related to him 
because of the Incarnation. It also tells us 
that this love of God is an inclusive one. 
It includes all mankind. That may seem 
an obvious truth. It is a truth which we 
may not take for granted certainly. That 
the Holy God should thus love all men, 
in their sin, this is the never-failing 
source of wonder and awe. Nevertheless, 
there have been those who have denied 
that the gospel message is for all men. 
The other day a man said, in answer to 
the proposition that God loves all, “Well, 
I suppose God loves all men in a sort- 
of-a-way.” If a man proposed marriage 
to a woman and she informed him that 
she loved him in a-sort-of-a-way, he 
would be unwise to venture into matri- 
mony with her. “A sort-of-a-way” love 
is inadequate for married life. It cer- 
tainly inadequately describes the action 
of God in Christ Jesus. The gospel mes- 
sage is that God so loved the world that 
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he gave his Son, completely and utterly, 
for all men. 

It is easy for many of us to accept this 
as a theoretical proposition, more difficult 
to relate it to life. In practice, we are 
tempted to believe that his love is a 
limited one. In Ceylon, Singhalese peo- 
ples have to remember that God cares 
for the Tamils as well. Here, Americans 
must not forget that his love is for the 
Russians too. Protestants need to real- 
ize that God loves the Roman Catholics 
also. Yes, that the people whom we dis- 
like are equally the subjects of God’s 
love. 


Conclusive 


God’s love is exclusive and inclusive, 
and at the same time it is a conclusive 
love. He has demonstrated his love in 
his Son and by his death on the Cross 
proved beyond doubt the nature of his 
love. Our loves are weak and transient 
things; we change so easily. God’s love 
never changes. A son lets his father 
down again and again, and the father’s 
heart grows hard. This is natural and 
something we can all understand. Yet 
the Father heart of God, while it is ever 
hard towards the sins we commit, is 
ever soft to us who are sinners. In a 
world of emotions in which all is change 
and decay, we look at the Christ of God 
and discover an abiding and certain love, 
strong enough to hold and to keep us 
to the end. And God’s love is conclusive, 
too, because it is with us not only at the 
beginning of our lives but at the end as 
well. It is his love which will win through 
at the end, his love which shall conquer 
sin, and suffering, and death. The end 
will be when he shall gather all things 
into one in love in his Son, even Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


A Way of Faith 


It is not easy to believe in the gospel 
in our world today. There is so much 
which happens in life to deny this basic 
tenet of the Christian faith. Gautama, 
the Buddha, looked at the world and 
said, “There is no God; all life is suf- 
fering, all life ends in death, this is the 
reality.” Karl Barth appears to echo this 
conclusion, in part, when he says, “Apart 
from Jesus Christ an honest man must 
come to the conclusion that there is no 
God.” There is so much pain and suf- 
fering that many men, in all honesty, 
have been unable to discern any purpose 
or plan in the universe. And we may 
agree with Karl Barth that, apart from 
the Christ, it is not easy to believe in 
a God who cares. That is why the way 
to God is the way of faith. A faith that 
believes in spite of much that happens, 
yet a faith that believes because of what 
has happened in Jesus Christ. 

The other day, when travelling through 
the hill districts of Ceylon we hit much 
storm and rain. The clouds hung heavy 
overhead. Suddenly, when taking a turn 
in the road, we hit a patch of blue sky; 
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through the clouds we could see the blue 
of the sky. The Christ of God is the 
blue sky assuring us that behind much 
pain and anguish and travail of soul— 
there is God’s love. We are called as 
Christians to live, ever remembering the 
blue sky of God’s love, as the panorama 
against which our life is to be sketched 
out in this world. 

But with this faith we have hope as 
well. We know for certain that the 
clouds will lift some day. That the mak- 
ing of souls will be completed and the 
purpose of God fulfilled—brought to 
completion—when the clouds will dis- 
appear forever. It is this hope which 
must sustain us and fortify us when life 
weighs us down. When we run into ob- 
stacles and disappointments at every 
turn. When we are tempted to fear that 
the madness of men will prove stronger 
than the sanity of God. People tell us 
that men now have enough power to 
destroy life completely from off the face 
of this earth. Theoretically this may be 
true. But as Christians we may not be- 
lieve that the hate of man will prove 
stronger than the love and the purposes 
of God. 

In the painting on Hope, the artist 
depicts a human across the globe holding 
a lyre in which every string, except one, 
is gone; and the poet writes: 

“O lyre of hope, the anguish of the world, 

Has rent asunder every silver string, 

save one, 

That thrilling with immortal strains, 

— ever-clearer as earth’s music 

es, 


Tells that God’s love must conquer ever- 
more.” 


This is a period of transition—but the 
issue is not in doubt, nor the nature of 
the world to be revealed when the period 
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Christmas Safety 


Christmas, with the deepest spiritual 
significance, is the deadliest holiday of 
all, according to the National Safety 
Council. Ironically, it achieves this ter- 
rible distinction precisely because we 
want it to be such a wonderful occasion. 

It is a sentimental holiday. People 
will drive long distances for the tradi- 
tional family reunion, undaunted by the 
worst weather. More travel—especially 
winter travel at highway speeds—means 
more accidents. 

It is a convivial holiday. The joyous 
spirit of the occasion is too often sought 
in liquid form. 

This deadly conjunction of the throttle 
and bottle has dimmed the true radiance 
from the star of Bethlehem. 

The National Safety Council has asked 
for church leadership during this Christ- 
mas season to point out that accident 
prevention is practical religion, and that 
good will toward men can find no finer 
expression than behind the wheel of a 
car.—National Safety Council. 








of transition is over. The God who 
loved in Jesus Christ will prevail—his 
Kingdom will come. 


The Gospel’s Plusness 

But more than our faith and our hope, 
we must love. We who claim to worship 
a God of Gods must resolve to love even 
as he loves. To love those who like us, 
who love us in return, is not difficult— 
but if we do this only, then we do no 
more than the others—the plusness of 
the gospel is to love the unloveable and 
those who do not love us in return; to 
love the unlikeable, realizing that God 
loves us—sinners—unlikeable—in this 
way. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


The Charles A. Dana Corporation of 
New York has made a $200,000 scholar- 
ship grant to Queens College (N. C.) 
for a five-year period, providing $40,000 
a year for students in the sophomore, 
junior and senior classes. Awards will 
vary from $100 to $1,000 annually and 
renewal will depend upon the mainte- 
nance of academic standards. Last year 
Mr. Dana gave Queens $360,000 for a 
new building. 





* * * 


First steps in a proposed $4,500,000 
building program at Centre College 
(Ky.) called for the erection of two 
women’s residences, three duplex men’s 
residence units and the central dining 
commons. This is part of Centre’s 
$8,500,000 development program pro- 
jected over the next ten years, with other 
buildings to follow and an endowment 
objective set at $4,300,000. The women’s 
campus in east Danville is being consoli- 
dated with the men’s campus in west 
Danville. 

* * * 

Robertson Hall, oldest building on the 
Blackburn College (Ill.) campus, was 
completely destroyed by fire Nov. 10. A 
“self-help” school where students work 
15 hours a week for the college, Black- 
burn has no immediate plans for re- 
placement of facilities and equipment. 

* 2 6 


When a 37-day-old strike of main- 
tenance employees threatened the prompt 
opening of Westminster College (Mo.) 
this year, volunteers from among faculty, 
staff and students who arrived early 
worked without compensation, perform- 
ing a variety of tasks, including mowing 
the grass on the campus and athletic field, 
cleaning campus buildings, installing 
furniture in the new dormitories, and re- 
painting the third floor of Reunion Hall. 
On one evening they were joined by more 
than 20 Fulton business men who helped 
with the unloading of a shipment of 
desks. The college is not anti-labor, 
President R. L. D. Davidson said, but 
it is responsible to 80 other employees 
(there were ten maintenance men on 
strike) and to more than 500 students. 
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EDITORIAL 
REEEEEEEEREEER: 


Once more at Christmas time let us 














say, “Thank you,” to those who have 
participated in any way in the publi- 
cation and support of THE PREsBy- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK during the past year. 
Our friends and colleagues are a rich 
treasure and for them we are deeply 
grateful. 


But most of all at Christmas, let us 
sing from our hearts: 


Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 


And heaven and nature sing. 


PIDGIDGIGIIDILIS 
A New College President 


The election of any college president 
is a step of great significance. In the 
case of the new college being formed by 
North Carolina Presbyterians through a 
merger of three historic institutions it is 
particular so. 

Great care has been taken in the step- 
by-step development of the temporarily- 
called Consolidated Presbyterian College 
scheduled to open in Laurinburg next 
September. The location of the college 
focused the attention of far more than 
the synod on the unique step that was 
to be taken. The campaign for funds, 
the choice of early leadership, and par- 
ticularly the noteworthy curriculum 
studies, not to speak of the notable archi- 
tectural program—all these have served 
to heighten interest and to whet appetites. 

Another feature of this development, 
to be sure, has been the reluctance of 
some areas to go along with the program, 
particularly those not favored by the 
choice of location, and persons living in 
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the communities where the merging insti- 
tutions are located. 

Into this situation will come Ansley 
Cunningham Moore, pastor of the Sixth 
United Presbyterian Church of Pitts- 
burgh, announced here last week as the 
new president of this institution. Dr. 
Moore will, in a sense, be returning home, 
since he is a product of the Southern 
church and about half of his ministry 
has been spent within its bounds. His 
ministry, among United Presbyterians 
and, since the 1958 merger, in the UP- 
USA church, has made him far more 
widely known and extended his oppor- 
tunities for service in many spheres. His 
contacts both north and south will be 
valuable to him and to the institution 
which he serves. 

With his cooperative spirit as well as 
his gifts as an imaginative planner, 
along with a rich and wide experience, 
Dr. Moore will bring to the North Caro- 
lina college able leadership. He will find 
himself in congenial and _ stimulating 
company and the new institution will 
doubtless move ahead at an accelerated 
rate of speed. All good wishes will at- 
tend him in this highly significant op- 
portunity. 


NCC PRESIDENT WRITES OF 
Christmas 


By EDWIN T. 


HE BETHLEHEM CONCEPT of 

spatial splendor stands in refreshing 
contrast to our modern ideas of other 
inhabited worlds. 

Readers of comic strips and space ad- 
venture stories think of outer space as 
being peopled by green-headed, round- 
bellied little beings with goggle eyes and 
with antennae sprouting out of their fore- 
heads—a kind of celestial vermin plot- 
ting diabolical invasion of the earth. 

Those not obsessed with these juvenile 
notions may be tempted to think in terms 
of miiltary power, projecting our con- 
flicts with the Communists to the furthest 
vaults of heaven. 


For two days this past year I attended 
a military-industrial conference at which 
nearly a thousand delegates were present. 
Among them were rocket experts, indus- 
trialists, and educators from the ends of 
the earth. 

It was a depressing experience. The 
entire time was spent in grubbing among 
the stars—not in search of God, but 
tracking down possible locations for 
launching platforms, missile pads, and 
strategy for the military and economic 
conquest of the Communist powers. 


Christmas should recall to us the ex- 
alted visions of the Bethlehem plain. The 
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And Another President 


Many people deserve commendation in 
connection with the new college develop- 
ing in North Carolina, but probably none 
deserves more than the man who has been 
president of Flora Macdonald for the 
past ten years and acting president of 
the new college since March, 1957— 
Marshall S. Woodson. 

Dr. Woodson has labored manfully 
at the job and he should be gratified 
today at the fact that Flora Macdonald 
is probably at its greatest height in his- 
tory. 

Dr. Woodson has had many delicate 
duties to perform in helping to lay plans 
for the consolidated college. There have 
been pressures from many sides in addi- 
tion to the basic planning that has been 
required for this new institution. As he 
looks back upon it all he should feel 
deeply gratified because of the signal ac- 
complishments which have been made 
under his leadership. What his future 
plans will include we have not heard, 
but we can be sure that he will carry 
to them the same thoroughness and dedi- 
cation of spirit that have marked his 
great achievements in the past. 


in Space 
DAHLBERG 


shepherds beheld that night the heavens 
opening, and heard angels singing. 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” 

That is a good faith to live by. 

Faith in God is still the supreme 
yearning of millions of his children. So 
likewise is the passion for peace among 
the nations. But we must put these 
prayers to work. It is a sin and a dis- 
grace to us all that we should permit a 
materialistic, God-denying Communist 
like Nikita Khrushchev to grab the ball 
and run away with it—going down the 
field of history with such great words 
as universal disarmament, world friend- 
ship, reconciliation, and goodwill. These 
are our words, Christian words. They 
were given to us by Christ our Lord, and 
by the prophets of Israel before him. 
May our Father in heaven forgive us 
for being too timid to proclaim and im- 
plement the very message that was given 
to us on that Christmas Eve so long ago. 

Possibly God has waited long enough. 
He may be saying to us, “I have been 
counting on you who bear my name. But 
if you fail me, I shall have to give my 
gospel to other nations, other ideologies, 
and other religions.” It would not be 
the first time in history that God has re- 
jected his people, and turned to the 
shepherds, mangers, and stables of the 
world for the renewal of hope and right- 
eousness among men. 
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INCARNATION AND GOSPEL 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“The Word became flesh.” — John 
1:14. 


ee | N THE BEGINNING was the 

Word. And the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” These 
are high words, but they are not the 
gospel, though if they are not true there 
is no gospel. 

The gospel is the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, the communication of Jesus 
Christ. But Jesus had a birthday. The 
Word had no birthday, the Word is eter- 
nal. The great affirmation with which 
John begins his Gospel is first of all 
an affirmation about God. There is an 
impression about God which was com- 
mon in ancient times and can be found 
in highly respectable circles to this day: 
namely that God dwells forever apart, 
that God, the high God, is a silent God. 
In him is neither motion nor time nor 
change, there is neither expression nor 
creation. He is transcendent, uncreative, 
alone and unrelated, the inacessible Ab- 
solute. 

Against this—we cannot say against 
this picture, for it is not a picture, it is 
a denial of all pictures, it is an assertion 
of the ineffability of God, I say against 
this, its unashamed opposite, is this af- 
firmation: In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God. In the beginning— 
and John deliberately uses the precise 
though unusual Greek expression with 
which his Greek Old Testament began— 
in the eternities, from before the founda- 
tion of the earth, even from everlasting, 
the Word is God. In God, with God, at 
home with God, of his essence, is expres- 
sion, communication, relatedness, out- 
reach. To think of God as eternally 
dwelling in darkness and silence, the 
Abyss, is a false thought. 

But though John says this, he was not 
the first to say it. The Greeks—some of 
them—had said it. So had the Hebrews. 
This thought has so much in common 
with both Hebrew and Hellenic theology 
that this prologue of John has been held 
variously to prove its Greek, or to prove 
its Hebrew origin. Yet the Greeks did 
not have the gospel, and the Jews re- 
jected it. No, this great affirmation is 
not the gospel. It is an affirmation about 
God, the nature of the God who makes 
the gospel possible. 


E COME CLOSER to the gospel 

in the other great affirmation in 
John 1:14: The Word became flesh. If 
it is true that the Word is God, or as 
we might translate 1:1 literally, Deity 
was the Word, then revelation is of the 
central nature of God. We might expect 
the Word to become . . . a Word always 
becomes. A word falls into silence and 
the silence is transformed. A word strikes 
the mind and truth is kindled; a word 
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goes forth in darkness and there is light. 
A word is buried and it rises, an immortal 
flower. A Word touches the heart and 
it becomes a flame. 

Definitions of God done by philoso- 
phers may be altogether abstract; but the 
definitions of God done by the inspired 
writers of the Bible always show God in 
relation, always in or for or against or 
over his creatures. If God is the Word, 
if the Word is God, then we might expect 
God to become as well as to be. Indeed, 
the Word had become. . . . The Word had 
become beauty; the Word had become 
Wisdom, the Word had become Con- 
science, the Word had become the order of 
the galaxies. It would be quite wrong to 
say that nobody knew anything about God 
before Christ came, or that nobody knew 
anything true about God before the first 
Christmas. When Jesus spoke even to 
his enemies about God no one ever said, 
“What's that again?” But still there was 
no gospel. There was sublime philosophy 
among the Greeks and there was sublime 
faith among the Hebrews; but there was 
no gospel. There had been foreshadow- 
ings, longings, hopes in Israel; but not 
yet the clear Evangel. 

I say the gospel begins when the Word 
becomes flesh. God had been seen in 
the beauty of the world and the beauty 
of holiness. He had been seen in the 
starry heavens and the moral law written 
on the hearts of men. He had been 
known, and to a degree truly known, in 
the lofty thoughts of extraordinary men. 
But beauty and the stars and conscience 
and logic and wisdom all added up do 
not make a gospel. 


The gospel begins when God becomes 
a man. The Christian church has been 
afraid of this word “become,” to be sure. 
Theologians sit down to write books with 
this one presupposition in their minds: 
The Eternal cannot become. So they 
have even turned this sentence upside 
down and read it backward: Flesh be- 
came the Word. 


N°: AGAINST ALL the theologians, 
John is right. He sets out to write 
a Gospel and this is where the gospel 
begins.’ He sets out to tell a story of 
good news, and this is news. That the 
Word was God, yes, some very high 
minds had attained to that truth; but 
that the word became flesh; this was 
God’s secret. For it was a secret at first, 
only a whisper which the heart of Mary 
heard. But this is where the news begins 
to break. 


It is not the gospel even yet—that will 
come. But it lies at the center of the 
gospel, it makes the gospel possible. It is 
for this that John’s Gospel is the pearl 
of them all. The story of Jesus is the good 
news. But who is this Jesus, how does 
one account for him, what explains him? 


Matthew gives us a true-born son of 
Abraham, an heir of an ancient throne, 
a Messiah. The history of Israel ex- 
plains Jesus, says Matthew. Well, it 
does, but that is not quite the gospel. 
Again Mark or his editor bluntly presents 
Jesus as Son of God, without any explan- 
ation. There he is, he seems to say. 
Will you have him or no? But there had 
been others, in Judea and outside, who 
had been hailed as sons of God, but still 
there was no gospel. And Luke again 
presents us with a Jesus who belongs to 
the human race, his pedigree going back 
as every man’s goes back to the man 
compounded of the dust of the earth and 
the breath of God. 

Yet Luke comes very close to John 
here as elsewhere, for his story of how 
Jesus began mingles both the human and 
the divine. What explains Jesus, for 
Luke? The human race explains him; 
but what explains the human race? Only 
the God who was Father of Adam. What 
explains Jesus? Mary explains Jesus. 
But what explains Mary? “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow 
YOU... 


UT JOHN MOVES even beyond 

this—as many believe, beyond any 
other writer in the New Testament. The 
Word—not the power of the Most High, 
but the Most High—becomes flesh. The 
Divine becomes human. God’s story be- 
comes man’s story, man’s story becomes 
intimately God’s. This is not yet the 
gospel; for this Jesus, becoming aware 
of himself, might retire to a private 
Olympus, as indeed he was tempted to 
do. No, it is not quite the gospel. But 
it is indispensable to the gospel, it is 
part of the gospel. 

The story of Bethlehem did not begin 
at Bethlehem, the story of Bethlehem be- 
gins in the Beginning, the baby at Beth- 
lehem, and the young man teaching, and 
the beaten man dying on a bloody April 
afternoon, the Man whom death could 
not conquer—who was he, why was he? 
He was no mere child of history, no 
genius produced by the astonishing hu- 
man race. History and biology and his 
mother’s love and a great deal more went 
to the making of Jesus of Nazareth. 

But the final Why of this man is that 
he is the Word made flesh. He is, and 
he is what he is, because he is the Word 
that was in the beginning with God and 
is God. 








If there is any meaning in 
the incarnation at all, it is the 
symbol and the sacrament of 
the kindling of divinity in our 
nature, the Word becoming 
flesh in you and me. 


—HENRY SLOANE COFFIN. 
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BUT— 
INCOME OF THE RETIRED 


Hasn't Kept Up! 


What cost $100 in 1950—now costs $120 


made yesterday. Actually, the difference betwe 


erosity of your JOY GIFT. 


Still Up! 


(What cost $100 in 1940—now costs over $200) 


Many of our retired and disabled ministers and/or 
their dependents cannot live today on financial plans 


want and enough for them in 1960 lies in the gen- 


Consumer Price Index U. S. Dept. of Commerce 










en 


civ TO MINISTERIAL |RELIEF 










EMERGENCY 
Ministerial Relief must finance most of the cost of 
MAJOR MEDICAL BENEFITS now offered RE- 
TIRED PERSONNEL. $100,000 in additional gifts 
is required to provide this essential help for the aged. 
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31 Men Go on 
Cuba Mission 


MIAMI (RNS)—Thirty-one ministers 
of the United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
recently held an 11-day evangelism mis- 
sion in Cuba. 

They fanned out in teams to preach 
and hold laymen’s evangelism schools in 
28 cities throughout the Caribbean is- 
land. 

Three rallies were scheduled to con- 
clude the mission. One of them, in 
Guines, was addressed by Arthur L. Mil- 
ler of Denver, Colo., moderator of the 
United Presbyterian General Assembly. 

The mission was sponsored by the de- 
nomination’s Division of Evangelism. A 
year-round Cuban mission is maintained 
by the Presbyterian Board of National 
Missions, including 34 churches, 22 
schools, and four medical projects. 


ATLANTA CENTER PLANS 
ENTER NEW PHASE 


Plans are going forward in underwrit- 
ing and preparation for construction of 
the Presbyterian Center, Inc., in Atlanta, 
Ga., to house six agencies of the General 
Assembly and other Presbyterian activi- 
ties. 

Official action has been taken by six 
major agencies, authorizing the purchase 
of shares: $50,000 each by the Boards 
of Annuities and Relief and Church Ex- 
tension, and $25,000 each by the Board 
of Women’s Work, the Office of the 
General Assembly, the General Council, 
and the book store of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education. 


The resulting $200,000 will pay off 
the $126,000 debt and establish a build- 
ing fund. Other money will be raised in 
Atlanta without a general campaign and 
from the six participating agencies. The 
center will provide 10% more space than 
indicated by present needs. 

Since 1953 the annuities board has 
held title to the property that was for- 
merly the Westminster (or North Ave- 
nue) School. Value of the property is 
estimated at $350,000. ; 


APPEAL IS MADE IN 
N. C. COLLEGE CASE 


For the third time the North Carolina 
Supreme Court has received an appeal 
im a controversy involving the consoli- 
dation of Flora Macdonald, Peace and 
Presbyterian Junior Colleges. 


Four Flora Macdonald trustees are 
seeking to have declared invalid a con- 
solidation agreement filed in the office 
of the Secretary of State last year. They 
are Mrs. Raymond Adams, Dr. C. T. 
Johnson, H. D. Jones and Miss Mary 
McEachern. Earlier their requests have 
been denied or their suits have been dis- 
missed. 
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The youth of toda 
turn by the boys an 
generations. 


Looking with the eyes of imagination the on person inquires, 
could I do to secure the future of the youth of our 







Making, 


Their Future 


Secure 


will be succeeded by the youth of tomorrow, and they in 
girls of tomorrow's tomorrow, and so on down through the 


“What 
and?” 


An investment in a Christian college or seminary will help secure the future of 
youth not for a few years but for centuries. Endowment funds invested at Oxford 
University, which were given nearly a thousand years ago, are still serving youth 


today. 


Consider placing now in-your will a Presbyterian educational institution. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


SENIOR COLLEGES 


Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia 
Arkansas College, Batesville, Arkansas 
Austin College, Sherman, Texas 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 
Centre College, Danville, Kentucky 


Consolidated Presbyterian College of North 
Carolina, Laurinburg, North Carolina 


Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, 
North Carolina 


Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina 
Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, 
North Carolina 
Davidson College, Davidson, North Carolina 
Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia 
Florida Presbyterian College, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney, 
Virginia 
King College, Bristol, Tennessee 


Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginia 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, South Carolina 


Queens College, Charlotte, North Carolina 


Southwestern at Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee 
Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 


Lees Junior College, Jackson, Kentucky 

Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk, North Carolina 

Montreat-Anderson Junior College, Montreat, 
North Carolina 


School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Missouri 
Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas 


SEMINARIES 


Presbyterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Virginia 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Austin, Texas 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Geor- 
gia 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia 


Proper Legal Name 


Acnes Scotr Cot.Lece, Decatur, GEORGIA 
ARKANSAS COLLEGE 

Austin COLLEGE 

BELHAVEN COLLEGE, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
CentTrE CoLLeGE oF KENTUCKY 


Fiona MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Peace Couttece, Inc. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE FOR MEN, INc. 


TrusTEESs OF Davipson COLLEGE 
Davis anp ELxins COLLEGE 
FLornipa PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


PRESIDENT AND TRUSTEES OF HAMPDEN-SYDNEY 
COLLEGE 


TrusTEEs OF KinG COLLEGE, A TENNESSEE 
CoRPORATION 


Mary BaLtpwin CoL_Lece, INCORPORATED 


Boarp OF TRUSTEES OF PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
at CLINTON, SouTH CAROLINA 


Queens CoLLece, INCORPORATED, NORTH 
CAROLINA 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 
STILLMAN COLLEGE 


BoarD OF TRUSTEES OF WESTMINSTER COL- 
LEGE, Fupron, MISSOURI 


Proper Legal Name 


Lees Junior COLLEGE 
Lees-McRaeE Co.iece, INCORPORATED 
MONTREAT-ANDERSON JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Tue SCHOOL OF THE OZARKS 
SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


Proper Legal Name 


PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN Epuca- 
TION, INCORPORATED 
AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


CoLtuMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
LovISsvVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 


NARY, INCORPORATED IN KENTUCKY 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN VIRGINIA 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 


HIGHER EDUCATION 4 
——— BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 

















FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e A character in the best- 
selling novel, The Thirteenth Apostle, 
says, “You Americans think you need 
rest, when actually you are seeking 
peace.” I think we need more sermons 
from the pulpit on the difference between 
rest and peace, and, while we are at it, 
on such radically different but often 
confused terms as joy and happiness, re- 


lating to life and adapting to life, being 
good for something and being good. 
Many people are misinterpreting their 
own experience; the preacher could do 
a service simply by showing men what 
they are actually seeking. 


TUESDAY © The record shop has taken 
the place of the drugstore for the high 
school student of today; music stores are 
doing big business with our teen-agers. 
But, O my! what taste. Larry Grove re- 
ports that taste is so debased that some 
of the kids think that Duke Ellington 
is classical music, and will have nothing 
to do with him. If Duke is a classic, 





THIS SIMPLE PLAN 


SOLVES A GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how you can 
receive a safe, generous, and assured income for life 
by making a gift to Church Extension. Your gift 
purchases a regular annuity for you and, depending 
on your age, you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns—regardless of prevailing business conditions. 
Payments to you are made semi-annually. The prin- 
cipal later goes to help in spreading Christianity 
throughout the South. Begin now. See how people 
with small or large incomes may enjoy this plan. 


Write today to G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E. 





Ask for < 
FREE FOLDER 





Atlanta 8, Ga. 





“CHRIST, THE UNIFYING CENTER" —on rare 


Circle Bible Study for 1960 
As given to North Carolina and South Carolina Synodicals 
by DR. MANFORD GEORGE GUTZKE 


An extension of the ministry of the Bible Department 
of Columbia Theological Seminary 


SET OF 12 LESSONS on 3 TAPES. . . . $9.00 








Order from: Bible for You, ‘Inc., 
P. O. Box 8395, Station F, Atlanta 6, Georgia 








BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO HEBREW CHRISTIANS 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Hebrew Christians in Palestine and in Europe urgently need your 
prayers and help during this Christmas season. Believing Jews 
suffer the reproach of Christ and look to us to help them in their 
distress. “As soon ag I confessed Christ as my Messiah and 
Saviour my family disowned me and persecution followed,” said 
one Hebrew Christian. 


Writing from Palestine, another Hebrew Christian said, “My 
wife and I came to Israel two years ago. We try to bring the 
salvation of our true Messiah to all who will hear us. For this 
we are enduring hardship, persecution and social boycott. We 
are both undernourished. Our abode consists of a small, one- 
room wooden hut. Please send us essential and sustaining food.” 


Please help us alleviate the misery and distress of our Lord’s 


brethren. Help us to shepherd Hebrew Christians and sustain 





their witness for Christ in Israel and other countries. Gifts are especially needed to 
sustain the little ones in our Children’s Home, and the elderly in Homes for the Aged. 
Please send your Christmas offering soon, remembering the words of our Lord, “In- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, B.D., Ph.B., Secretary 
5630-W North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ml. 





what price poor old Beethoven? 

WEDNESDAY ¢ Christian witness 
doesn’t have to be emphatic to be effec- 
tive. A casual remark is often more 
powerful than a button-holing sermon. 
When the Broadway actor, Raymond 
Massey, was interviewed about his future 
plans recently, he remarked, almost in 
an aside, that although he had to remove 
to Beverly Hills for his work, he and 
his wife plan to retain their present home. 
“We’ve been living up there for eleven 
years. We have many friends there, as 
well as my favorite church... .” 

THURSDAY ¢@ Talking about actors 
and acting, things are surely taking a 
turn for the better when, until recently, 
Broadway had one play about Job, an- 
other about Helen Keller, and a third 
about a Jewish synagogue. What Gordon 
Craig used to plead for years ago, that 
the theatre should be a temple, not a 
bar; that Art should be communion, not 
a pick-me-up, is being taken seriously 
in some quarters. 

FRIDAY © The most exciting theologi- 
cal book I have read lately is Eric Erik- 
son’s Young Man Luther (OvTLOOK, Oct. 
5). Erikson is that rare combination, a 
theologian and a psychologist, and he 
has brought insights to bear from both 
fields to interpret Luther anew. The book 
is not easy to read, but it is well worth 
the effort demanded. I rose from my 
reading of it with a renewed apprecia- 
tion of Luther and a deeper insight into 
what Protestantism really means: the 
making of oneself contemporary with 
Christ. 

SATURDAY e@ Gamaliel Bradford once 
said of Theodore Roosevelt that “he 
killed lions as if they were mosquitoes 
and mosquitoes as if they were lions.” 
Many of us churchmen give the same 
impression, I fear; we expend enormous 
energy over trifles, as if we were using 
Niagara Falls to water a plant. And 
how languidly we appear to be tackling 
the really big problems! 

SUNDAY e I preached today on the 
Psalmist’s words, “Be not silent towards 
me, O God, lest I become like them that 
go down to the pit.” When life ceases 
to be a dialogue with God, it closes in 
upon a man. Until Helen Keller learned 
to talk, her life was ugly and unhappy, 
and until man learns to talk with God 
and to listen to God, how gloomy and 
confined his life is! 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 











BOOKS FOR SALE 





“POEMS OF RENEWAL” 83. Owners of 

book say: “Written as religious poems 
should be written”—“Unique, useful, clear, 
correctly named, helpful.” Excellent as 
gifts. Send order to John C. Hauenstein, 
Arden, N. C. 
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GOD OUR HELP 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 27, 1959 
Acts 12. Printed Text 12:1-12 


What help can we expect from God? 
The story of Peter’s deliverance from 
prison may throw light on the question, 
but is not as unambiguous as is some- 
times assumed. 


I. Renewed Persecution, 12:1-4 


Originally the church in Jerusalem 
was widely popular among the common 
people of the city, and even among the 
Pharisees, who were accepted as the re- 
ligious guides of the nation. 

The first opposition came, as we have 
seen, from the Sadducees, the priestly 
aristocrats of the nation. After a par- 
ticularly notable miracle they had ar- 
rested Peter and John; but, fearing the 
people, had released them the next morn- 
ing, only forbidding them to preach fur- 
ther in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:13- 
21). Later, as the disciples disobeyed 
this injunction, they took the entire 
twelve into custody. They were minded 
to slay them, but again fear of the peo- 
ple intervened, and when Gamaliel, a 
respected man among the Pharisees, 
argued for a milder course, “they took his 
advice, and when they had called in the 
apostles, they beat them, and charged 
them (the second time) not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go” 
(6:40). 

Some time later a man named Stephen 
came into prominence as a preacher. He 
began to stress the universality of the 
religion of Jesus, the temporary charac- 
ter of the Mosiac Law, and the Temple 
in Jerusalem. His opponents, unable to 
withstand him in argument, stirred up 
the people and the elders and the scribes, 
so that Stephen was murdered, and a 
great persecution broke out against the 
church, which was led by a zealous young 
Pharisee named Saul (8:1-3). The apos- 
tles themselves, however, remained safely 
in Jerusalem, still protected, it would 
seem, by popular opinion. The persecu- 
tion ceased very abruptly after the sud- 
den conversion of the chief persecutor. 

Time passed. The church was carry- 
ing its message to the hated Samaritans. 
It was admitting Gentiles into its fold, 
without requiring strict adherence to the 
Mosiac Law; a strong Gentile church 
was growing up in the city of Antioch. 
The people of Jerusalem, jealous for their 
ancient privileges as the people of God, 
were beginning to look upon the follow- 
ers of Jesus with increasing bitterness. 

Under these circumstances Herod, the 
king, undertook a new persecution of the 
church. It will help us to remember that 
there were four Herods, who play a 
prominent part in the Bible. Herod the 
Great, king of Judea, Galilee and sur- 
rounding territory (37 B.C.-4 A.D.) slew 
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the babes in Bethlehem; Herod Antipas, 
his son, tetrarch of Galilee (4 B.C.-A.D. 
39) murdered John the Baptist, and 
mocked Jesus; Herod Agrippa I, grand- 
son of Herod the Great, nephew of Herod 
Antipas, king of Judea, Galilee and sur- 
rounding territory (A.D. 41-44) slew 
James and imprisoned Peter; Herod 
Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I, 
king of a small region outside of Galilee 
(A.D. 50-53), listened to the defence 
of Paul (Acts 26), and responded flip- 
pantly to his earnest invitation to believe 
in the prophets. 

Herod Agrippa I with whom we are 
now concerned had been brought up in 
Rome, where he was on intimate terms 
with Caligula, later to become one of the 
most unprincipled tyrants to rule over 
the Roman Empire. Mounting the throne 
Caligula rewarded his friend with the 
title of king and gave him rule over a 
small territory northeast of Palestine. 
to which he added later Galilee and 
Perea, the territories formerly governed 
by Herod Antipas, uncle of Herod Agrip- 
pa. After the death of Caligula Herod 
aided Claudius to mount the throne, and 
Claudius in return extended Herod’s ter- 
ritory to include Judea and Samaria. 
Herod’s territory was now almost ex- 
tensive with that formerly ruled by his 
grandfather, Herod the Great. 

Herod Agrippa, who in Rome did as 
the Romans did, in Palestine paid strict 
observance to the Jewish law. It strength- 
ened his position among a people noto- 
riously hard to govern. A new ruler who 
is wise in the ways of the world jumps 
at an opportunity to ingratitate himself 
in the affections of his people. Herod 
Agrippa found the way to such favor 
close at hand. The Christians had be- 
come an unpopular minority. So he un- 
leashed a new persecution, almost cer- 
tainly a political measure, designed to 
gain popular approval. 

He was wise enough to see, however, 
that his best plan was to destroy the lead- 
ers of the church. Accordingly, he did 
not initiate a general persecution, but put 
forth his hands to afflict certain of their 
outstanding men. Among others he seized 
James, the brother of John, one of the 
most prominent of the apostolic band, 
and put him to death with the sword. 
Thus was fulfilled in his case the words 
of Jesus in Matthew 20:23. He was the 
first of the twelve, but not the last by 
any means, to suffer a martyr’s death. 

Seeing that this action pleased the 
people, he proceeded to seize Peter also, 
still the outstanding figure in the early 
church, determined to strike a decisive 
blow at the church by slaying its ring- 
leader. He was forced to wait, however, 


because it was the Passover season. The 
feast of the Passover, which lasted one 
day, was followed by the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread, which continued for one 
week. The whole period is sometimes 
spoken of as the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. No one could be put to death 
during this period without polluting the 
Holy Week. Herod seized Peter, there- 
fore, and put him into prison, intending 
to bring him forth to the people after 
the feast. We find here another indica- 
tion of the changed attitude of the popu- 
lace. Peter was no longer protected by 
his favor with the people. They actually 
clamored for his death. 


Il. Peter’s Deliverance, 12:5-19 

Meanwhile no precaution was omitted 
to keep Peter in safety. He was confined 
in the inmost ward of the prison, and was 
guarded by four quarternions of soldiers, 
one for each watch. Of the four men in 
each quarternion two were in the cell 
itself, each one chained to the prisoner, 
the others kept watch at the doors of the 
outer and inner walls. This was the 
third time Peter had been imprisoned, 
and it may be that these extra precau- 
tions were prompted by the recollection 
of his former deliverance (Acts 5:19). 

While Peter languished in prison the 
church prayed earnestly for his release. 
Probably they were gathered in little 
groups here and there over the city. A 
large number of them certainly were in 
the house of Mary, the mother of John 
Mark. 

Meanwhile the days passed swiftly by. 
The feast came to an end. The next 
morning Herod had determined to pass 
final sentence. Peter would no longer 
sustain the faith of the church by the 
force of his witness for Jesus. That night 
Peter slept. Even the prospect of certain 
death could not disturb his rest. Per- 
haps he thought of the words of Jesus: 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid (John 14:27).” 
While he slept an angel (i.e., a mes- 
senger) came. He aroused Peter, the 
chains fell from off his hands (evidently 
the soldiers slept), he commanded him to 
put on his garments. There was to be 
no delay, but no unseemly haste. Peter 
was dazed, he followed every instruction 
of the angel, but he thought it was a 
dream. It was not until he passed by the 
two sets of guards, out through the big 
iron gate into the streets of the city, that 
he realized what had happened. 

Are we to understand this as a miracu- 
lous deliverance, in which a supernatural 
visitant released Peter contrary to all 
the rules of nature? Perhaps, but not 
necessarily so. The “angel” may have 
been a human messenger; the guards may 
have been drugged; it may have been an 
inside job. Nonetheless, it was regarded 
as a providential deliverance, as indeed 
it was. God works in many ways, and 
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his providence does not depend upon the 
“angels” of popular belief. 

After some consideration Peter deter- 
mined to go to the house of Mary. This 
Mary was the cousin of Barnabas, and 
the mother of John Mark, whom Peter 
speaks of as his son (1 Peter 5:13), the 
author of the Gospel According to Mark, 
which, tradition is agreed, was in reality 
the Gospel According to Peter, as set 
down by Mark. Some students conjecture 
that it was in her house that Jesus ate 
the last supper. At any rate, Mary was 
a well-to-do woman, and she had thrown 
open her house to the Christian congre- 
gation in Jerusalem. Even at this late 
hour of the night there were a number 
of Christians gathered there praying for 
Peter. No doubt they were praying in 
faith, hoping that God would somehow 
answer their prayer. Nonetheless, they 
could not believe that it was Peter who 
was knocking at the gate, and even 
Rhoda, the servant girl, was so amazed 
that she left Peter standing without, 
while she ran to tell the good news to 
the assembled believers. At last Peter 
was admitted. Everybody was speaking 
at once, for they were utterly amazed at 
his sudden appearance. Peter knew, 
however, that there was no time for 
delay. His disappearance would soon be 
discovered, and a rigorous search be 
made to find him. He beckoned with his 
hand for them to hold their peace, re- 
counted to them the story of his deliver- 
ance, asked that it be told to James and 
the other brethren. This James was the 
brother of Jesus, not one of the original 
twelve, a man who was noted for his 
piety throughout Jerusalem, and who 
became the head of the church in Jeru- 
salem after the dispersion of the Twelve. 

Peter then departed and went to an- 
other place. Whither he went we do not 
know. Catholic historians say he went 
to Rome, and founded the Church of 
Rome, becoming the first bishop of that 
church. 

He may indeed have gone to Rome, 
though if so it was probably at a later 
date. But he certainly did not become 
bishop there. The historical evidence 
indicates that there was no bishop (as 
distinguished from presbyters or elders) 
until late in the second century. 

It is likely at any rate that Peter at 
this time or later left Palestine and began 
his wider missionary journeys. 

Only once again do we find him in 
Jerusalem, and it is probable that he 
was seldom there from this time forth. 
The transition period was coming to an 
end. The gospel was to be carried now 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth. 





OUTLOOK CHANGE 


—allow at least three weeks 
for change of address when 
moving and be sure to give 
present address. 
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lll. The Death of Herod, 12:20-23 

Luke has told us of Herod’s futile 
attempt to destroy the church. He now 
proceeds to describe the bitter end of 
Herod. 

It was in Caesarea, the capital of the 
province. An embassy came to him from 
Tyre and Sidon, important towns of 
Phoenicia. They were not included in 
Herod’s territory, but they were depend- 
ent on Palestine for their food, as Hiram 
had been in the days of King Solomon 
(1 Kings 5:17). Evidently Herod had 
some grievance against the Phoenicians 
and had put an embargo on food supplies 
passing from Palestine to Phoenicia, in 
order that he might bring them to terms. 
The plan had worked, and representa- 
tives of the two cites now come suing for 
peace. 

Herod received them with great pomp, 
and utilized the occasion to make an 
“oration.” The people, knowing his 
great vanity, cried out, “It is the voice 
of a god and not of a man.” At this very 
moment Herod doubled up in pain. He 
died five days later in great agony. Jo- 
sephus, a contemporary Jewish historian, 
confirms the account of Herod’s death. 
He also notices Herod’s impiety; and 
adds that the pains attacked him at the 
sight of an owl sitting on one of the 
ropes of the awning of the theatre, for 
the superstitious king had been taught 
to look upon that bird as the harbinger 
of his fate. According to Luke, Herod 
was smitten by the angel of the Lord. 
This is the regular Old Testament phrase 
for declaring the event was a divine 
judgment, whatever the physical cause 
may have been. 

We are reminded of the words of 
Jesus: ‘Whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken; but on whomso- 
ever it shall fall it will grind him to 
powder” (Matt. 21:45). Does this apply 
to the enemies of Christ today—e.g., the 
Communists in Russia? 


IV. The Continual Growth of the 

Church, 12:24 

What effect did this renewed opposi- 
tion have upon the church in Jerusalem? 
(Cf. 4:19-33; 5:41-6; 9:31; 11:24.) 

In this single verse, 24, we have the 
conclusion of the whole matter. James 
is slain, Peter is forced to leave Jerusa- 
lem, but the Word of God grew and 
multiplied. So long as the church bore 
faithful witness to Jesus nothing could 
hinder its progress. 

As Dr. Ferris comments in The Inter- 
preter’s Bible: 

“With no royal pomp to decorate it, 
no royal perogatives to protect it, the little 
plant continued to grow and spread. The 
truth will live and grow, no matter what; 
evil will fall and perish in spite of all 
its boasted bulwarks. In days like these 
we do well to recall how the church grew. 
Everything seemed to be against it, but 
God was for it and nothing could with- 
stand it. The great alignments of force 
that now threaten us do their worst when 


they frighten us. Let not their apparel 
deceive us. They wear their power as a 
covering for their weakness, and their 
fierce displays of authority they substitute 
for real demonstrations of influence. They 
will fall by their own weight.” 

The lesson we have studied throws 
some light on: 


1. The Enmity Between the World and 
the Church. 


(A) Its Ground. There were many 
contributing causes in the days of Herod, 
but Jesus gave us the underlying cause 
for all time, “The world hated them 
because they are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world” (John 17:4). 
In what way are Christians not of the 
world? Is it still true that the world 
hates those who are in this sense un- 
worldly? 

(B) Its Manifestations. A few years 
back we thought that violent persecution 
of the church had ceased. But it has 
flared up in more than one land, and 
may again. Physical violence has again 
gone out of style, but other means of 
repression are common, not only in Com- 
munist lands, but also in some Roman 
Catholic countries. And Christian min- 
isters have been forced by economic pres- 
sure (and sometimes by threats of vio- 
lence) to leave more than one Southern 
community. 

(C) Its Result. In Herod’s day the 
Word of God grew and multiplied. The 
Word of God continued to grow and 
multiply till about 313 A.D., when the 
church made an alliance with the Roman 
Empire. Deterioration then was rapid. 
Which does the church need to fear the 
most, the friendship or the enmity of the 
world? Why? 

2. God’s Care for His Own. 

He delivered Peter, but he allowed 
James to die. Did he care for James 
less than he did for Peter? Later on 
Peter was crucified with his head hang- 
ing downward because he said he was 
not worthy to die as his Master had 
died. Had God ceased then to care for 
Peter? Why did God save Peter now but 
not James, and later allow Peter himself 
to die a cruel death? What can we gather 
in regard to God’s care for us? 
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3. The Power of Prayer. 

Can prayer bring deliverance? Ap- 
parently it did for Peter; for James, ap- 
parently, it did not. What then are the 
conclusions? Perhaps this. Prayer 
changes things. It may change the cir- 
cumstances. It may rather change us. As 
Dr. Ferris puts it, “It can bring a man 
and God closer together. It can bring 
to pass something which otherwise might 
never come to pass. The first is the more 
important.” God’s help did not fail when 
James was put to the sword; neither did 
it fail when later Peter was crucified. It 
will not fail us, whatever happens, unless 
we first fail God. 
theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


Lesson 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOKS TO BE NOTED 


THE PIONEER SPIRIT. By the Edi- 
tors of American Heritage. Simon & 
Schuster, Inc., New York. 400 pp., $12.95. 
The editors of the “magazine of history” 
have produced a grand and inspiring 
book, profusely and beautifully illustrated, 
tracing the pioneering spirit across Amer- 
ica. 

A TREASURY OF GREAT AMERICAN 
SPEECHES. Selected by Charles Hurd. 
Hawthorn Books, Inc., New York. 365 pp., 
$5.95. A former New York Times Wash- 
ington correspondent has chosen what he 
considers to be the most vital parts of 
notable speeches between 1645 and 1959. 

PICTORIAL PROFILE OF THE HOLY 
LAND. J. E. & Carolyn F. Holley. Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 254 
pp., $5.95. This handsomely illustrated 
volume has 248 7” x 7” photographs with 
accompanying location maps showing the 
Holy Land today. 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF PHILOSO- 
PHY. Dagobert D. Runes. Philosophical 
Library, New York. 406 pp., $15.00. This 
valuable reference work, abundantly illus- 
trated, sketches the story of the great 
thoughts and the great thinkers of more 
than 3,000 years. 

THE LANDS AND PEOPLES OF THE 
LIVING BIBLE. B. R. Youngman. Edited 
by Walter Russell Bowie. Hawthorn 
Books, New York. 384 pp., $6.95. Designed 
for family use, this volume is a narrative 
history of the Old and New Testaments, 
with appropriate maps and with helpful 
sketches and illustrations throughout. It 
is highly readable. 

A HISTORY OF ISRAEL. John Bright. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 524 pp., 
$7.50. This major work by a highly com- 
petent Old Testament scholar is of crucial 
significance as the latest edition to the 
Westminster Aids to the Study of the 
Scriptures. 

GREAT WOMEN OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. Edith Deen. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 428 pp., $4.95. The author of 
All of the Women of the Bible now pre- 
sents sketches of 123 outstanding women 
of the past 19 centuries of Christianity. 

ALL OF THE BIRDS OF THE BIBLE. 
Alice Parmelee. Harper & Bros., New 
York. 279 pp., $4.95. Taking its place 
alongside All the Plants of the Bible, by 
Winifred Walker, this volume will be 
prized by readers and students of the 
Bible as well as by nature lovers. 

A BOOK OF PUBLIC PRAYERS. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. Harper & Bros., New 
York. 191 pp., $3.00. For the first time 
Dr. Fosdick has made available a selec- 
tion of his famous pulpit prayers and 
litanies. 

THE STORY OF CHRISTIAN HYM- 
NODY. Ernest E. Ryden. Augustana 
Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 670 pp., 
$5.95. This exhaustive work emphasizes 
the ecumenical character of the great 
hymns of the church as it traces the story 
of Christian songs from the early cen- 
turies to the present time. 

THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION 
OF THE BIBLE. Reference edition. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, New York. 1494 
Pp., $9.00. Now, for the first time, a center- 
column reference edition of the RSV is 
available offering also a concise con- 
cordance bound with it, plus a section of 
maps. It is available in a variety of bind- 
ings and thin-paper editions costing up 
to $22.50. 

THE LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMEN- 
TARY. Balmer H. Kelly, editor. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 25 vols. (five 
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now available), $2.00 each; $1.75 each for 
four or more. This important commentary 
is receiving well deserved praise on all 
sides as an important contribution to the 
layman’s study of the Bible. Vol. 1 with 
important introductory material; Vol. 2, 
Genesis, Charles T. Fritsch; Vol. 14, 
Hosea, Job, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, by 
Jacob M. Myers; Vol. 18, Luke, by Donald 
G. Miller; Vol. 22, Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, by A. M. Hunter. 
These have led the way, with four vol- 
umes to be published each October 
through 1964. 

HOLY COMMUNION. Compiled by 
Massie H. Shepherd, Jr. Seabury Press, 
Greenwich, Conn. 162 pp., $3. Shepherd’s 
anthology of Christian devotion draws 
upon the whole range of eucharistic liter- 
ature for hymns, prayers and meditations. 

THE PREACHER’S CALLING TO BE 
SERVANT. D. T. Niles. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 144 pp., $2.50. Niles, who gave 
the Beecher Lectures on The Preacher’s 
Task, now discusses his vocation—what 
he is and does. 

IN HIS SERVICE. Lewis S. Mudge. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 176 
pp., $3. The theological secretary of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance here deals 
with “the Servant Lord and His Servant 
People,” the theme of the General Council 
of the Alliance held this year in Brazil. 


OF CHRISTMAS INTEREST 


CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS AROUND 
THE WORLD. Herbert H. Wernecke. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 188 
pp., $3.50. A highly interesting resource 
book lives up to its name by providing 
brief but adequate descriptions of Christ- 
mas customs in every part of the world 
—plus a chapter of recipes for Christmas 
cooking. 








THE ENGLISH CAROL. Erik Routley. 
Oxford University Press, New York. 272 
pp., $5. A teacher of church history at 
Oxford and an authority on church music 
tells the story of the origin and develop- 
ment of the Christian carol and traces it 
to the present. 

THE CHRISTMAS LIGHT AND THE 
EASTER HOPE. Frank Johnson Pippin. 
Thos, Y. Crowell Co., New York. 88 pp., 
$2.50. A small book of sermons seeking 
“to help rescue Christmas and Easter 
from the sentimentality and commercial- 
ism and meaninglessness with which they 
are too generally surrounded.” 

CHRISTMAS. Edited by Randolph E. 
Haugan. Augsburg Publishing House, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 68 pp., $1.50, paper. 
Vol. 29 of this American Annual of Christ- 
mas literature and art maintains its good 
standards of the past. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Church, a School. Ralph McGill. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. $2. 

Saved by His Life. Theodore R. Clark. 
Macmillan Co., N. Y. $4.50. 

Conversion. E. Stanley Jones. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. $3.25. 

Sandals at the Mosque. Kenneth Cragg. 
Oxford University Press, N. Y. $2.75. 

Dear Teen-Ager. Abigail Van Buren. 
Bernard Beis Associates, Publishers, N. Y. 
Distributed by Random House, N. Y. $2.95. 

The Christmas Light and the Easter 
Hope. Frank Johnson Pippin. Thos. Y. 
Crowell Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

Christian Baptism. Edited by A. Gil- 
Judson Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 








$4.50. 

I Have Called You Friends. Francis C. 
Anscombe. Christopher Publishing House, 
Boston, Mass. $5. 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Lawrence A. Davis, director of the Blue- 
stone Conference Center, Hinton, W. Va., 
is the new associate secretary of evange- 
lism for the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of 
Church Extension, Atlanta, Ga., effective 
Feb, 1. 

James Salango, Louisville, Ky., will be- 
come pastor of a new church in the All- 
view Estates near Ellicott City, Md., Jan. 
5. Address: 27 Amherst Ave., Allview 
Estates, Ellicott City, Md. 

Charles R. Womack, Jr., from Fort Mill, 
S. C., to 760 Clifton Way, N.E., Atlanta 6, 
Ga., for graduate study at Columbia Semi- 
nary and Emory University. 

J. Clyde Plexico from Citronelle, Ala., 
to the Goodwater, Ala., church. 

J. G. M. Ramsey from Crane, Texas, to 
3422 Edgemont Dr., Orange, Texas. 

Leighton M. McCutchen, Jr., from At- 
lanta, Ga., to 215 Ash St., Park Forest, II. 

Robert B. Rock from Wilmington, N. C., 
to Box 155, Broadway, N. C. 

James W. Clarke from Princeton, N. J., 
to 4308 Sulgrave Rd., Windsor Farms, 
Richmond 21, Va., Dec. 31. 

L. S. Burdette from Floyd, Va., to the 
Phenix, Va., group of churches. 

Richard B. Ribble, formerly of Iselin, 
N. J., (UPUSA) has become pastor of the 
Vidalia, Ga., church. 

Clifford H. Brewton, who has been as- 
sistant pastor of the Hull Memorial 
church, Savannah, Ga., has become pastor 
of that church. 


United Presbyterian, USA 


A. Roy Ogborne from Tarentum, Pa., to 
121 Ashwood Ave., Summit, N. J., where 
he is chaplain at Overlook Hospital. 

William H. Webster from Crane, Mo., to 
the First church, Clinton, Mo. 

Julian R. Gresham, Hamilton, Ohio, has 
accepted a call to the First church, Te- 
cumseh, Mich. 

Robert L. Logan, of the Wyoming 
church, Cincinnati, Ohio, and John H. 
Cowan, Williamsburg, Ohio, have an- 
nounced their intention to retire from the 
active pastorate Dec. 31. 

Robert D. Hannon, formerly of La- 
Crosse, Wis., has become pastor of the 
North church, Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Yasuo Carl Furuya, ordained Oct. 29 by 
New Brunswick (N.J.) Presbytery, is be- 
ginning two years service as acting pastor 
of the church of the International Chris- 


tian University in Mitaka-shi, Tokyo, 
Japan. 


MISSIONARIES 


The J. R. Woodsons, returning from 
furlough in Louisville, Ky., to Caixa 12, 
Patrocinio, Minas, Brazil. 











Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 


At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 

ursued in an atmosphere which is 
riendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 








The Arthur M, Lindsays from Brazil to 
429 14th Ave., North, Jacksonville Beach, 
Fla., on furlough. 


DEATHS 


Henry Little, 92, onetime pastor in 
Mishawaka, Ind., and Springfield, Mo., 
died Dec. 4 in Newton, N. J. Two minister- 
sons are Henry Little, Jr., secretary for 
East Asia of the UPUSA Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations, and 
Ganse Little, Pasadena, Calif., pastor. 

William Murchie, 89, Pawnee City, Neb., 
died suddenly Nov. 17. He was supplying 
the Pawnee City church at the time of 
his death. 

Mrs. T. B. Southall, Sr., 85, died Nov. 
11 in Statesville, N. C., after an illness of 
three months. Her minister-husband died 
in 1932. Her minister-son is Thompson 
B., Jr., executive secretary of Concord 
(N. C.) Presbytery. 


HOWARD UNIVERSITY 


Mordecai Johnson, president of Howard 
University in Washington, D. C., for 33 
years, and its first Negro president, will 
retire next June. During his administra- 
tion he has seen Howard become the 
largest Negro institution of higher educa- 
tion in the world, with a present enroll- 
ment of 6,000 and a physical plant valued 
at $30,000,000. 
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MINISTRY TO THE DEAF 
The Methodist Board of Missions 
is launching a new program to 
reach the deaf, following approval 
by the executive committee of the 
Division of National Missions. 
The program will seek to collect 
information regarding needs of the 
deaf, assisting churches in setting 
up facilities for ministering to 
them, recruiting and training min- 
isters and laymen to work in this 
specialized field. The project will 
be administered as a part of the 
National office of Goodwill Indus- 
tries, Inc., in Washington, D. C. 











FLORIDA PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE 

Coeducational, liberal arts col- 

lege. Located on the bay in the 

heart of Florida’s Suncoast. 

Founded in 1958 by Synods of 

Florida U. 8. and United. Edu- 

cational excellence in a Christian 

environment in fields of Humani- SAINT 

ties, History and Social Sciences, PETERSBURG, 

and Mathematics and the Natural FLORIDA 

Sciences. WRITE: 

Director of Admissions, P. 0. 

Box 387, St. Petersburg 31. Fia. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OF 
THE AIR (Radio) 
COMMENTATORS 
Through December, 1959: DR. SAM- 
UEL A. CARTLEDGE, Professor, Columbia 

Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

Beginning January, 1960: DR. ERNEST 

TRICE THOMPSON, Moderator, Presby- 

terian Church, U.S., Professor, Union 

Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 
(Based on Dr. Thompson’s lessons in 

“The Presbyterian Outlook”’) 

For full information and radio station list, 
write TRAV, 341-B Ponce de Leon 
Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 














JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 





1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1959 


Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 
of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


announces 


The Vardell Scholarships 


For 1960-61 
Write for information 


Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., Dean 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N.C. 


Educational 


excellence for our 


most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees .. . full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 
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